The pediatric acute care laboratory.
The acute care laboratory service is an integral part of the total care required by the critically ill pediatric patient. Successful laboratory support for the intensive care unit requires optimal location, and sample collection, analysis, and reporting. These needs may be met with proper commitment on the part of laboratory staff and by application of the analytical technology now available. Testing support must reflect the special medical needs of pediatric patients in terms of sample size, test menu, instrumentation, and results interpretation.